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OFF-SITE
BUILT HOMES



Predictable and consistent construction
A dramatic reduction in construction waste
A dramatic reduction in emissions associated with transportation
A higher-quality product that was protected from the elements during construction
Faster build time (think weeks vs. months)

Prefab homes (also called “modular homes”, “off-site built homes”, “volumetric built
homes”, “factory-built homes”, or “industrialized construction”) are a simple concept:
instead of building all aspects of a home on-site, parts of it are constructed in an off-site
facility then shipped and assembled on-site.

The touted benefits of this way of building are many:

Prefab has a bit of a reputation problem tracing back to the 1970s when the focus was on
fast and cheap. Nowadays, prefab is one of the fastest-growing trends in residential
construction.

WHY PREFAB?
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WHY DID WE CREATE THIS REPORT?
Off-site residential construction is more than a trend: prefab might just be the "new norm" for
home building. Every conversation we have with our partners in the industry confirms this, and
we've observed a 44% increase in online conversations about "prefab" and related topics.

Being the voice of the homeowner, we wanted to learn more about the consumer's perspective and
pass that insight onto our friends in the industry.

Namely, we wanted to know: what aspects of prefab homes appeal most to consumers? What are
their main questions about prefab? How are they researching prefab homes?

HOW DID WE CREATE THIS REPORT?
The team at Rise used a media monitoring and social l istening platform to perform an analysis of
aggregated online media conversations. The sample size is majority English-language 500K+
media mentions across the world and all major online media sources.

The date range on all data is July 10, 2019 - July 10, 2020
unless stated otherwise.
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SUMMARY OF FINDINGS
What attributes of off-site home building appeal most to consumers? "Sustainability" (climate
change, emissions, embodied energy) is neck-and-neck with "affordability". Home buyers are
seeking homes that live lighter on the land and on their wallet. The allure of an affordable small
square-footage prefab home is strong for Millenials and down-sizing Baby Boomers, especially.

How are they researching off-site built homes? The general public prefers the term "prefab" as
the umbrella term, with questions related to "modular homes" dominating Google searches.
There is clearly some misunderstanding (and curiosity) about what modular homes are and what
they are not. This presents an education opportunity for consumers, and also for regulatory
bodies looking to the off-site home building industry for housing solutions.
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OFF-SITE RESIDENTIAL
CONSTRUCTION
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TOP REGIONS

TOP CITIES

547K
MENTIONS

+52%
FROM PREVIOUS YEAR

CONVERSATIONS ACROSS THE WEB
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KEYWORDS

TOP
SOURCES

SENTIMENT
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The frequency of conversations related to prefab/modular/offsite has
increased 52% from the previous year, the majority of which are
happening on blogs and news publications.

OFF-SITE RESIDENTIAL
CONSTRUCTION
CONVERSATIONS ACROSS THE WEB



OFF-SITE RESIDENTIAL
CONSTRUCTION
POPULAR SOCIAL MEDIA STORIES
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TOUCH STORIES TO READ

https://twitter.com/architeg/status/1199327698218209281
https://twitter.com/ContainerHomeNG/status/1252218935769874432
https://www.facebook.com/172651949462071/posts/2903922323001673
https://twitter.com/dezeen/status/1165187025802334210
https://www.facebook.com/984549804921545/posts/2515401125169731/
https://twitter.com/MrWaqasAkram/status/1226796051904024576
https://www.facebook.com/802054119873889/posts/2859095884169692
https://www.facebook.com/11558177234/posts/10158631298852235
https://www.facebook.com/1400963123468678/posts/2454217314809915
https://twitter.com/OneKindesign/status/1268120532895105024
https://twitter.com/businessinsider/status/1272626753912086529


SHARE OF
VOICE
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Sustainability
30.6%

Affordability
29.6%

Durability
20.4%

Build Time
19.4%

affordable housing (at the macro level). There doesn't
seem to be much "buzz" about medium-to-large prefab
homes, perhaps because homeowners don't
understand (or care about) the ubiquity and flexibility
of this building method.

This SOV analysis shows how much each
attribute of off-site residential construction is
owning the online conversation. 

Durability (resiliency, high-performance) is
neck and neck with build time, and
sustainability (climate change, emissions,
embodied energy) is neck and neck with
affordability.

The domination of sustainability seems
surprising at first, but it makes more sense
when we understand that sustainability, as a
general topic, has seen a massive 118% jump
in the last year.

Affordability was a close second, with some
homeowners believing that prefab is a more
affordable option. It seems that this goes hand-
in-hand with a preference for small square
footage - bungalows, ADUs, and solutions for 
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DURABILITY AFFORDABILITY BUILD TIME SUSTAINABILITY

44K
MENTIONS

62K
MENTIONS

42K
MENTIONS

63K
MENTIONS

+41%
SINCE LAST

YEAR

+21%
SINCE LAST

YEAR

+45%
SINCE LAST

YEAR

+13%
SINCE LAST

YEAR

SHARE OF VOICE
©2020 Rise Home Design Inc. All Rights Reserved



BUSINESSINSIDER.COM
JUNE 23,  2020

93.9M
REACH

READ

AS TECHNOLOGY
EVOLVES, SO DOES A
NEED FOR PREFAB

READ

REBUILDING
AUSTRALIA'S
MASONRY INDUSTRY
MEDIUM.COM
JAN 7 2020

94.7M
REACH

READ

FLOATING HOMES
DESIGNED TO WITHSTAND
RISING SEA LEVELS

FORBES.COM
JUNE 23 2020

101M
REACH

TOP MEDIA

OFF-SITE RESIDENTIAL
CONSTRUCTION &
"DURABILITY"
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https://www.forbes.com/sites/jennifercastenson/2020/06/23/as-technology-evolves-so-does-the-need-for-prefab/#90d50526d113
https://www.businessinsider.com/grimshaw-floating-tiny-home-concept-sustainable-and-off-grid-2020-6
https://www.businessinsider.com/grimshaw-floating-tiny-home-concept-sustainable-and-off-grid-2020-6
https://www.businessinsider.com/grimshaw-floating-tiny-home-concept-sustainable-and-off-grid-2020-6
https://medium.com/thelabs/rebuilding-australias-masonry-industry-e2ef60e30503
https://www.forbes.com/sites/jennifercastenson/2020/06/23/as-technology-evolves-so-does-the-need-for-prefab/#90d50526d113
https://www.forbes.com/sites/jennifercastenson/2020/06/23/as-technology-evolves-so-does-the-need-for-prefab/#90d50526d113
https://medium.com/thelabs/rebuilding-australias-masonry-industry-e2ef60e30503
https://medium.com/thelabs/rebuilding-australias-masonry-industry-e2ef60e30503


READ
READ

READ

TOP MEDIA

OFF-SITE RESIDENTIAL
CONSTRUCTION &
"AFFORDABILITY"

FORBES.COM
JUNE 18 2020

101M
REACH

BACKYARD BUNGALOWS
ARE BECOMING BIG
BUSINESS

THE DREAM TO BUY 
A HOUSE HAS TURNED
INTO A NIGHTMARE
MEDIUM.COM
AUG 16 2019

133M
REACH

START-UP MAKING
TOURISM MORE
SUSTAINABLE IN ITALY

MSN.COM
OCT 21 2019

167M
REACH
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https://www.forbes.com/sites/liviahengel/2020/06/18/prefab-homes-are-the-future-of-sustainable-tourism/#21afd8262392
https://www.forbes.com/sites/liviahengel/2020/06/18/prefab-homes-are-the-future-of-sustainable-tourism/#21afd8262392
https://medium.com/thelabs/rebuilding-australias-masonry-industry-e2ef60e30503
https://www.msn.com/en-us/money/realestate/backyard-bungalows-are-becoming-big-business-for-homeowners-and-builders/ar-AAJ7nZ9
https://www.msn.com/en-us/money/realestate/backyard-bungalows-are-becoming-big-business-for-homeowners-and-builders/ar-AAJ7nZ9
https://www.msn.com/en-us/money/realestate/backyard-bungalows-are-becoming-big-business-for-homeowners-and-builders/ar-AAJ7nZ9
https://medium.com/inundated/the-dream-to-buy-a-house-has-turned-into-a-nightmare-20e43841df45
https://medium.com/inundated/the-dream-to-buy-a-house-has-turned-into-a-nightmare-20e43841df45
https://medium.com/inundated/the-dream-to-buy-a-house-has-turned-into-a-nightmare-20e43841df45
https://www.forbes.com/sites/liviahengel/2020/06/18/prefab-homes-are-the-future-of-sustainable-tourism/#21afd8262392
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READ

READ

TOP MEDIA

MEDIUM.COM
MAY 11 2020

116M
REACH

KANYE'S DOME HOMES
COULD GET THE
WRECKING BALL

MODULAR & SELF-BUILT
HOMES TO THRIVE
POST COVID-19
MEDIUM.COM
JUNE 22 2020

116M
REACH

CONTECH 2020 REPORT:
WHERE IS CONSTRUCTION
HEADING?

CURBED/MEDIUM
AUG 8 2019

195M
REACH
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OFF-SITE RESIDENTIAL
CONSTRUCTION &
"BUILD TIME"
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https://www.msn.com/en-us/money/realestate/kanye-wests-star-wars-inspired-dome-home-prototypes-could-get-the-wrecking-ball/ar-AAFwFL5
https://medium.com/cadteams-magazine/contech-2020-report-where-is-construction-industry-heading-765633f61f55
https://medium.com/cadteams-magazine/contech-2020-report-where-is-construction-industry-heading-765633f61f55
https://www.msn.com/en-us/money/realestate/kanye-wests-star-wars-inspired-dome-home-prototypes-could-get-the-wrecking-ball/ar-AAFwFL5
https://www.msn.com/en-us/money/realestate/kanye-wests-star-wars-inspired-dome-home-prototypes-could-get-the-wrecking-ball/ar-AAFwFL5
https://medium.com/construction-global/modular-and-self-build-homes-to-thrive-post-covid-19-f29ebe3507ca
https://medium.com/construction-global/modular-and-self-build-homes-to-thrive-post-covid-19-f29ebe3507ca
https://medium.com/construction-global/modular-and-self-build-homes-to-thrive-post-covid-19-f29ebe3507ca
https://medium.com/cadteams-magazine/contech-2020-report-where-is-construction-industry-heading-765633f61f55


TOP MEDIA

READ
READ

READ

CNN.COM
APRIL 24 2020

160M
REACH

BUILDERS ARE USING
HEMP INSTEAD OF
CONCRETE

ZERO CARBON
BUILDINGS NOT SO
"ZERO"
MEDIUM.COM
JULY 3 2020

116M
REACH

18 EXAMPLES OF
SUSTAINABLE
ARCHITECTURE

CURBED
AUG 8 2019

195M
REACH

OFF-SITE RESIDENTIAL
CONSTRUCTION &
"SUSTAINABILITY"
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https://www.msn.com/en-us/money/markets/builders-are-using-hemp-instead-of-concrete-to-reduce-pollution/ar-AAGwGml
https://www.cnn.com/style/article/green-buildings-world-sustainable-design/index.html
https://www.msn.com/en-us/money/markets/builders-are-using-hemp-instead-of-concrete-to-reduce-pollution/ar-AAGwGml
https://medium.com/age-of-awareness/zero-carbon-buildings-not-so-zero-c8621d797e6b
https://medium.com/age-of-awareness/zero-carbon-buildings-not-so-zero-c8621d797e6b
https://www.cnn.com/style/article/green-buildings-world-sustainable-design/index.html
https://www.cnn.com/style/article/green-buildings-world-sustainable-design/index.html
https://www.msn.com/en-us/money/markets/builders-are-using-hemp-instead-of-concrete-to-reduce-pollution/ar-AAGwGml
https://medium.com/age-of-awareness/zero-carbon-buildings-not-so-zero-c8621d797e6b
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TOP QUESTIONS
MODULAR
What is a modular home?

What is the best modular home to buy?

What is the difference between a modular home
and a manufactured home?

How much does it cost to build a foundation for
a modular home?

How much does a modular home cost?

How much does a prefab home cost?

What is a prefab home?

How much is a prefab home?

How to buy a prefab home?

How to build a prefab home?

HOW ARE
HOMEOWNERS
SEARCHING
FOR OFF-SITE
BUILT HOMES?
GOOGLE SEARCH
VOLUME IN ONE WEEK

TOP QUESTIONS
PREFAB

RELATED KEYWORDS
MODULAR

RELATED KEYWORDS
PREFAB

Modular home prices

Modular home floor plans

What is a modular home

Prefab home kits

Prefab barn home kits

Prefab home prices

"M
odular home"

"Prefab home"

"Off-s
ite"

"Panelized"

"Volumetric

constru
ction"

P A G E  1 3B U I L D W I T H R I S E . C O M

!

©2020 Rise Home Design Inc. All Rights Reserved

As the off-site residential construction industry grapples with choosing a label for
themselves, it's clear that "modular home" is the choice term among consumers with
"prefab home" following behind. That's a tough pill to swallow for those who know the
terms are not interchangable, and "prefab" is arguably a more accurate umbrella term.



Rise users have an above-average preference for
sustainable homes, and they value energy efficiency
most of all. Energy efficiency is a two-pronged attribute
that benefits the homeowner's wallet and the planet.

Prefab sits in the intersection between sustainability,
affordability and convenience that is sparking massive
interest in home-buyers. Prefab manufacturers and
designers have an opportunity to meet homeowners
while they're still in the research phase of this very
significant investment.

WHAT SUSTAINABLE FEATURES ARE
MOST IMPORTANT IN YOUR HOME?

0% 25% 50% 75% 100%

Energy efficiency 

Durability 

Indoor air quality & health 

Comfort & function 

Environmental impact 

PREFAB FANS
ON RISE
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Part of our initial urge to create this report
came from the fact that "all things prefab" are
the most popular topics in our article database.

Of our 600+ articles, 8 of the top 10 are about
some sort of prefab home topic. In The 7 Most
Affordable & Sustainable Prefab Homes, we
discuss the sustainable features inherent in
prefab construction and then list models that
are light on the planet and on the wallet.

In Pros & Cons of Prefab Homes we give an
unbiased perspective on prefab homes as an
option for the average homeowner.

The most popular articles attract visitors
because they answer the market's most
burning questions in an easy-to-understand
way. With a growing industry like off-site
construction, education is key in order to offer
homeowners a house that fits their values.

https://www.buildwithrise.com/stories/7-most-affordable-prefab-homes
https://www.buildwithrise.com/stories/pros-cons-prefab-homes


"SIMPLICITY IS
THE ULTIMATE
SOPHISTICATION"
Leonardo da Vinci
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